
Future growth 
in Pukekohe, Paerata 
and south Drury

South Auckland is growing fast and over
the next 30 years, an additional 120,000
people are expected to live in Takaanini,
Ōpāheke, Drury, Paerata, and Pukekohe.  

By 2050 more than 65,000 people are expected 
to be living in Pukekohe, Paerata, and south 
Drury with around 12,500 new homes and 5000 
new jobs expected as a result of this population 
increase. Areas of land across the Pukekohe, 
Paerata and south Drury have been zoned future 
urban to support planned business and 
residential growth. 
Te Tupu Ngātahi Supporting Growth is working to 
protect land for modern, integrated, safe, and 
sustainable transport networks that will better 
connect future communities with options for walking, 
cycling, using public transport, and driving.  
This work integrates with the Auckland Council 
Pukekohe-Parata Structure Plan and community 
aspirations that transport networks support the 
mix and location of housing, employment, retail, 
commercial, and communities in the area. 

The timing for construction of the new transport 
network will vary and is dependent on the release of 
surrounding land for development and funding. 

Is the Pukekohe Expressway being 
progressed?
Previous public engagement on the ‘South 
Indicative Strategic Transport Network’ in 2018 
and 2020 included a proposed four-lane, high-
speed Pukekohe Expressway ('the expressway'). 
However, updated climate change objectives 
(including emissions-reduction objectives), 
means that the expressway does not meet new 
thresholds and has been discounted as a 
preferred option. 
To connect future communities in Pukekohe, Paerata 
and Drury, a new route is still required.
A new two-lane road, providing for all modes of 
transport and located closer the future communities, is 
now proposed.  

How did we assess the options for the new 
route?
Along with the expressway, we scoped and assessed 
a range of solutions within Pukekohe, Paerata and 
Drury. This included new roads, and upgrading 
existing roads like SH22, Mill Road -Pukekohe East 
Road, Runciman Road and Burtt Road. 

We assessed options individually based on their 
location, and then tested a short-list of options 
together to create ‘transport network packages.’ 
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What Access and Tawa Roads could look likeHow did we assess the options for the new route?

Package 4 has been identified as the preferred option to provide a new strategic road network to 
supersede the Pukekohe Expressway. It includes new roading connections within the south Drury and 
Paerata future urban zones and a new two-lane road connecting to SH22 (see South Drury 
Connection, Drury – Paerata Link, SH22 Connection and Paerata Arterial Information Boards). 

A new two-lane transport corridor provides a significant improvement to the resilience of the transport 
network. It also provides an alternative route to SH22, connects existing roading connections and 
reduces congestion. 

The benefits of Package 4 include: 

The ability to provide for all transport modes.  
A better contribution to climate change emission reduction objectives.  
Better integration with future urban communities (rather than mostly within the rural zone as the 
expressway option proposed). 
Reduced landscape and visual effects on rural land. 
A smaller footprint (meaning reduced potential effects on flooding, ecological features, and 
properties). 

About Te Tupu Ngātahi Supporting Growth
Te Tupu Ngātahi Supporting Growth is responsible for investigating and planning more than 70 
transport projects to support urban growth in Auckland over the next 30 years. We’re planning for 
future growth now, before new homes and communities are built.

Future transport projects will connect new communities, help people travel by safer, low-carbon 
ways and deliver essential infrastructure to future-proof the economy. We’re proud to be helping 
plan the transport infrastructure that will be needed to create safe, accessible and liveable 
communities for future Aucklanders.

Te Tupu Ngātahi Supporting Growth is a collaboration between Auckland Transport and Waka 
Kotahi NZ Transport Agency. We also work closely with Auckland Council and KiwiRail.

Manawhenua as a vital role as kaitiaki for Tāmaki Makaurau. We partner with Manawhenua to 
ensure Māori cultural values and perspectives are considered and integrated into our transport 
network plans. 


